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The First Busy Week of Remaking Our World
The Peace Confer
ence Decides on

a Russian
Policy

IST PARIS a handful of men are

making the world over. It is like
a picture puzzle; little by little a

new pattern appears out of the

confusion of old ideas and old inertias.
The peace conference has been in
session only a brief time, and the
world begins to see a definite shape
prowing out of the mass of unrelated
facts presented to it. The Supreme
Council, a commanding body represent¬
ing the five great powers.the United
States. Great Britain, France, Italy and

Japan.associated in the war, started
its sessions with machine like regularity,
and now several of the most important
detaiis aWaiting sottlemertt face some
kind of definite aetion.

The diplomacy of 1919 is to result in
''open covenants of peace, openly ar¬

rived at," due to the vehement protest
of American and British protests
against rules of aecrecy early adopted
by the conferrees, Russia, so long a
menace to the future peace of man-
kind, from the m

ions r< that have held it, and be
represen

variou who have
invited to a conference. At the time of
writing representatives o 3 op¬
posed heviki show signs of re-

fusing the to participate in a

conference. Tl
ii p rase of varied magic among
jdealists, is to
of reality, accordin ; to lai e
cations from Paris. Corres
agree there will be a league of
kind to enforce the p >ace of the worl 1.
Characteristics of it are already
to observers of the international field.
A dispatch to The Tril une n Friday
Fays President. Wilson has indorsed the
Srauts plan and four of the great nations
have signified their acceptance of the
principles involved.

hts burn on the many peaks
of a changing world. In Ireland the
Sinn Fein meets and d 'clares Ireland
a free republic, with British authority
Btaying its hand from violent interfer-
ence. The Majority Socialists, the
Ebert government, win at the German
polls, seeming to insure stability. Por-
tuga] tries to turn the wheel over again,
and late communications say Manuel
has left London and awaits somewhere
outside of Lisbon the result of nion-

archist demonstrations in his favor.

Opening the
Peace Doors

. 0 The Tribune says that
tension of news privileges in the

V;:ace conference, after the rule limit-
s announcements to a daily com-

fruniq a ;ri adopted, was due to
->rous protest of Anglo-American

newspapermen. The five-power agree¬
ment to divulge no news except in the
official communique, with power to bar
any news on the motion of any power,
waa met with widespread surprise and
disagreement on both sides of the At-
lantic. News dispatches say that jour-
nalists of powers where public discus-
Eion of the news is not so free were
b'.ow to protest. aSuggestions from the
associated journalists at the conference
for a change in the ruling were received
sympathetically by the conferrees. The
result was the change in thc ruling, giv-
ing journalists representation at open
and fuli sessions, but not in committee

ngs.
Clernenceau's assertion before the

Supreme Council of the peace confer-
ence that "The league of nations is here.
h is yourselves," is borne out by the
development of events at the confer¬
ence. Correspondents agree that the
conference will use its power and time
to lay down broad principles for the
Progress of international relations, that
lt wiil make a preliminary peace, leav-
fog many of the 'detaiis to be filled out
¦tw. Di'.armament and an interna-
tional police force are among the de-
tail» that must await settlement.

¦ral indications," declares
ociated Press dispatch early last.

*eek, "are that the statesmen of the
prineipa] nations are steadily drawing

w on a structure which will have
the support of all, thc informal dis-
CQasion having brought the community
OJ Ideas to a point where it rnay rea-

¦onably be expected to appear on
t»per." With respect to disarmarmrX.
w dispatch repreaenta opinion at the
conference un holding that "no nation
*'ould diapoae of taatrumenta by which

to dofend Itoelf until it has
»e«n deiionatrated that the forcea pro-Paotd a« h aubatituto will be efficient."

At tho time thia review of events will
" in print, a more definite statc-

»»«nt will have iwoed frorn the confer-
.nee a» to the form of the league of
»ation». Bvan with thia conclusion in
****** it ia noi without interest to point
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to successive steps in the minds of the
responsible statesmen with respect to
their undertaking.

President Wilson addressod the
French Senate .Monday, the seifcnd day
of the conference sessions, and pointed
out that the world has awakened to
"its community of interest, and it
knows its future depends on this com-

¦y of interest. It knows that
if the peril to which France has been

o ed -is continued, the menace will
reach the entire world.against this it
is not alone France, it is the entire
world which must organize itself."

Lord Robert Cecil is quoted by The
Associated Press as presenting for pub¬
lic review the British plan, which would
include in the league all "trustworthy
nations," with the inclusion of Germany
and Austrian state units after their
periods of economic and political dis¬
turbances had passed. These states
would in this manner endure a period of
probation which would force them
to prove their fitness for membership
in the league.

Tiie latest news reports of the founda¬
tion for the league plan, previous to the
actual announcements itself, provide for
a compulsory investigation of all dis-
putes; an international court of in-
quiry with original jurisdiction, and the
pdwer to forbid hostilities while in-
vestigations are pending. There is forc-
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east of a provision to use economic
force against recalcitrant nations.

Tlie provisions for the prevent ion of
war in the plan for a league of nations,
fathered by General Smuts, and which
President Wilson is reported to have
adopted, are as follows:

"That the peace treaty shall provide
that the members of the league shall
bind themselves jointly and severally not
to go to war with one another w

previously submitting the matter in dis-
pute to arbitration or inquiry by the
council of tiie league, and not before
there has been an award or a report by
the council, and not even then as against
a member which complies with the award
or recommendation, if any is made by
the council in jts report."
The council is to meet periodically, and

will, in addition, hold annual meetings
of the prime ministers or foreign secre-
taries for general interchange of views
and for review of the general policies of
the league.

Observersat the conference view with
interest the situation which may resuit
from demands for an increased inde-
pendence of action hy parts of the Brit¬
ish Empire. News articles of the week
describe the tentative plans of the self-
governing dominions of the empire, ask-
ing for admission to the league on the
status of individual states, with a recog-
nized internal sovereignty, allowing for
British control only so far as foreign
relations are concerned. Canada, Aus¬
tralia, New Zealand and, with less pro-
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And Approaches Prac¬
tical Agreement ou

a League of
Nations

nounced emphasis, South Africa all ask
admission on the same basis as Bel¬
gium.
The entire aetion of the Supreme

Council of the conference in its early
stages is aimed at the statement of
problems and the delegation of inquiryinto them to committees. This was the
aetion taken on Saturday with respect
to four of the important problems aris-
ing before the conference for settlement

international labor legislation, responi
bility and punishment for the war. in-

ties and the internationaliaafcion of
ports, waterways and railways. A part of
the process of inquiry i.-. however, more
public and of a less routine nature. In
instance is the decision of the COUnci
on it,s attitude toward the entire llus
sian nrohlem, after several hearings ac
corded statesmen who were mforniod
about Russia, and tlie delegation ol
enunciation of prine.-. ., to
President Wilson, as a member of thi
conference.

The decision of the conference to
invite representatives of all factiona to
present their delegates at a speeial con¬
ference followed a di has

red heatedly for a long period. \
short time ago public ai
was male of the British plan (
ing with the Russian problem, a
which in mary r, gpects ri
plan now officially a \t that
time, Stephen Pinchon, of thc Frei
Ministry. violently a
which would involve anj ,f ,-,.,.

3i of the Boi rovernment
in Russia. One coi r

menting on this opposition, drew
tion to the large investments of Fn
capital in Russia, endani
Lenine-Trotzl y n gin

ntators declare that the !¦
position is more directly aim< tov

j a demand for a mor
against German expansion in the !
than th,. Soviets will be able
tain.

M. Noulens, French Ambassador to
roi rad, and .-,

f ho reported exc< sses of
governn ont, appeared bef
preme Council of the peace conferei
a few days ago and Bpoke feelii
of the need of stippresaX-ig «i,. j.;.
vist in Russia.

"Until the regime is over? 1 town," hi
said, "which I hope to see the
actively undertaiae, Europe will
tinue to be exposed to the severest risks
of agitation and war."

Minister Scavenius, Dai
to Russia, also protested bi E
Supreme Council in equally -

tom- against allowii -

oblem to go to settlcm
active intervention against

Ways of Approaching
The Problem

'Ihree views have ueen reported from
the conference of the kind of aetion
that should be taken. One view, widel;
supported by France and Japan, favor,
intervention and the overthrow of the
Bolsheviki forces. Another plan wa? fo
Allied assistance to other factions, thu =

indirectly supporting the suppression of
the Soviet groups. The third view, which
is in accord with the view of the Amei
can and British delegates, was for
withdrawa] of troops and the creation
of a working agreement to help Ru
arrange its internal affairs, and bring
some economic and social order out of
its present confusion.

These are the essentials of the Ru*
sian plan, as enunciated by President
Wilson on the request of his associates1 in the conference.

All Russian factions must cease ho<-
tilities prior to February 15.

Aggressive military aetion within
Russia will cease and troops will
withdrawn.

Representatives of all Russian am,
Siberian factions will meet representaI tives of the Allie<i forces at Princea'

j Islands, in the Sea of Marmora.
February 15, there to discuss the
sian situation.

Accompanying thia declaration
procedure was a declaration of attil
toward Russia.

"The single object." said PresidentWilson, "the representatives of tl
sociated powers have had in mind intheir diacuaaiona of the course theyshould pursue with regard to Russiahas been to help the Russian peoplto hinder them or interfere in anj
ner with their right to aettle their ownaffair. in their own way. They regard9 the Russian people n9 their friendstheir enemies, and are willing to helpthem in any way they are willing tobehelped. . . . They recognize tho ab-aoluto right of the Russian poopl, ,(ldirect their own affairs without dicta-tion or direction of any kmd from outside. They do not wish to exploit ormake use of Russia in any way.

(Continued on jinae txco)


